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whither God was calling him. Being much weakened by his fever, he
retired into the vessel which was the common hospital of the sick, that he
might die in poverty. But the tossing of the ship giving him an extra-
ordinary headache, and hindering him from applying himself to God as
he desired, the day following he requested that he might be set on shore
again, which was done. He was exposed on the sands to a piercing north
wind; till George Alvarez, out of compassion, caused him to be carried
into his cabin, which afforded a very poor shelter, being open on every side.
The saint's distemper, accompanied with an acute pain in his side and a
great oppression, increased daily; he was twice blooded, but the unskilful
surgeon both times pricked the tendon, by which accident the patient fell
into swooning convulsions. His disease was attended with a horrible
nauseousness, insomuch that he could take no nourishment. But his
countenance was always serene and his soul enjoyed a perpetual calm.
Sometimes he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and at other times fixed them
on his crucifix, entertaining divine conversations with his God in which
he shed abundance of tears. At last, on the 2nd of December which fell
on Friday, having his eyes all bathed in tears and fixed with great tender-
ness of soul upon his crucifix, he pronounced these words, " In thee,
O Lord, I have hoped; I shall not be confounded for ever "; and, at the
same instant, transported with celestial joy which appeared upon his
countenance, he sweetly gave up the ghost in 1552. Though he was
only forty-six years old, of which he had passed ten and a half in the Indies,
his continual labours had made him grey betimes, and in the last year of
his life he was grizzled almost to whiteness. His corpse was interred on
Sunday, being laid after the Chinese fashion, in a large chest, which was
filled up with unslacked lime, to the end that the flesh being consumed,
the bones might be carried to Gpa. On the I7th of February, in 1553,
the grave was opened to see if the "flesh was consumed; but the lime being
taken off" the face, it was found ruddy and fresh coloured like that of a
man who is in a sweet repose. The body was in like manner whole, and
the natural moisture uncorrupted; and the flesh being a little cut in the
thigh near the knee, the blood was seen to run from the wound. The
sacerdotal habits in which the saint was buried were in no way endamaged
by the lime; and the holy corpse exhaled an odour so fragrant and delightful
that the most exquisite perfumes came nothing near it. The sacred remains
were carried into the ship and brought to Malacca on the 22nd of March,
where it was received with great honour. The pestilence which for some
weeks had laid waste the town, on a sudden ceased. The body was interred
in a damp churchyard; yet in August was found entire, fresh, and still
exhaling a sweet odour, and being honourably put into a ship, was translated
to Goa, where it was received and placed in the church in the college of
St Paul on the i ^th of March, in 1554; upon which occasion several blind